
TheTrialofJesus(Matthew26:57–68)

TherewerebasicallytwoseparatetrialsofJesusChrist–theJewishtrialandthe
Romantrial.AfterJudashadbetrayedJesusChrist,hewasarrestedandtakento
Caiaphas,thehighpriestwherethemembersofSanhedrin–thehighestJewishcouncil
gathered.There,Jesuswastriedandfoundguiltyofblasphemyforclaimingtobethe
sonofGod.ThepunishmentforthisoffencebytheJewishisthedeathpenalty,but
beingacolonywiththeRomanEmpire,theydidnothavethepowertopassthedeath
sentence.Forthisreason,theyhadtotakeJesustotheRomanrepresentative,Pontius
PilateinJerusalem wherehewastriedthesecondtimeandfoundguilty,althoughhe
wasinnocent.Thiswastofulfillthescripture,forithasbeendestinedthathewoulddie
fortheforgivenessofthesinscommittedbyman.

ChristBeforeTheHighPriest

JesuswentwithhisdisciplestoaplacecalledGethsemanewherehetoldhisdisciples
towaitforhim whilehewentuptopray.HetookalongPeterandthetwosonsof
Zebedee.Hebegantobesorrowfulandtroubled.Hetoldthem thathissoulwas
sorrowfuleventodeathandthattheyshouldremainandwatchwithhim.Goingalittle
further,Jesusprayed,“Myfatherifitispossible,letthiscuppassfrom me;nevertheless
notasIwillbutasthouwill”.Hecamebacktothedisciplesandfoundthem sleeping;
andheaskedPeter:“Socouldyounotwatchwithmeforonehour?Watchandpraythat
youmaynotenterintotemptation;thespiritindeediswillingbutthefleshisweak.”
(Matthew26:40–41)Forthesecondtimeheprayed,repeatingthesamewords.Again
hecamebackanddiscoveredthatthediscipleseyeswereheavywithsleep.Heleft
them andwentawaytoprayagainwiththesamewordsforthethirdtime.Afterthis,he
camebacktothedisciplesandsaidtothem:“Areyoustillsleepingandtakingyourrest?
Beholdthehourisathandandthesonofmanisbetrayedintothehandsofthesinners.
Rise;letusbegoing;seemybetrayerisathand.”(Matthew26:44–46)Whilehewas
stillspeaking,Judas,oneofhisdisciplescamewithagreatcrowdwithswordsand
clubsfrom thechiefpriestandtheeldersofthepeople.Thebetrayer(Judas)hadgiven
them asignsaying,“TheoneIshallkissistheman;seizehim.”JudascameuptoJesus
andsaid,“Hailmaster”.Immediately,theycameup,laidhandonhim andseizedhim.
OneofthedisciplesofJesusstretchedouthishands,drewhisswordandcutoftheear
oftheslaveofthepriest.Jesuswasagainstthisandhesaid:“Putyourswordbackinto
itsplace;forallwhotaketheswordwillperishbythesword.DoyouthinkthatIcannot
appealtomyfather;andhewilloncesendmorethantwelvelegionsofangels?Buthow
thenshouldthescripturesbefulfilledthatitmustbeso?.Andturningtothecrowd
Jesussaid:“Haveyoucomeoutasagainstarobberwithswordsandclubstocapture
me?DayafterdayIsatinthetempleteachingandyoudidnotseizeme.Butallthishas
takenplacethatthescriptureoftheprophetsmightbefulfilled.”Itwasatthisjuncture
thatthedisciplesfled.Thosewhoseizedhim ledhim toCaiaphas,thehighpriest,where
thescribesandtheeldershadgathered.Peterfollowedhim atadistance,asfarasthe
courtyardofthehighpriest.Hewentinsideandsatwiththeguardstoseetheend.The
chiefpriestandthewholecouncil(theSanhedrin)soughtfalsetestimonyagainstJesus
inordertoputhim todeath,buttheyfoundnone.Atlast,twopeoplecameforwardand



said,“ThisfellowsaidIam abletodestroythetempleofGodandbuilditinthreedays.”
ThehighprieststoodupandaskedJesustogiveananswertothetestimonyagainst,
butJesuskeptquiet.Thechiefpriestpersuadedhim tomakeareply,butJesus
answeredhim:“YouhavesaidsobutItellyouhereafteryouwillseethesonofman
seatedattherighthandofpowerandcomingonthecloudsofheaven.”(Matthew26:64)
Thehighpriesttorehisrobesandsaid:“Hehasutteredblasphemy;whyshallwestill
needwitnesses?Youhavenowheardhisblasphemy.Whatisyourjudgement?”The
peopleanswered,“Hedeservesdeath.”Theyspatonhisfaceandstuckhim;some
slappedhim saying,“ProphesytousyouChrist!Whoisitthatstruckyou?”Peterwas
sittingoutsidethecourtyardandamaidcameandaskedhim ,”wereyounotwithJesus
theGalilean.”Hedeniedthisbeforethem saying,“Idonotknowwhatyoumean”.When
hecameouttoporch,anothermaidsawhim andsaidtothebystander,“Thismanwas
withJesusofNazareth.”Peterdeniedthisagain,thistimewithanoath.Afteralittle
while,thebystanderscameupandsaidtoPeter,“certainlyyouarealsooneofthem for
youraccentbetraysyou.”Peterbegantoinvokeacurseonhimselfandswear,“Idonot
knowtheman”.ImmediatelythecockcrowedandPeterrememberedthatJesushad
saidthatbeforethecockcrowedhe,Peter,woulddenyhim threetimes.Hewentoutand
weptbitterly.

ChristBeforePilateAndTheRomanAuthorities(Matthew27:11–31)

AfterthetrialbytheSanhedrin,JesuswasboundandarrangedbeforePilate.Pilate
askedJesuswhetherhewasthekingoftheJewsaccordingtotheallegationbrought
againsthim bythechiefpriest,scribesandthePharisees.JesusrepliedthatPilatehad
saidso.PilateaskedJesustodefendhimself.Inviewofnumerousallegationslevelled
againsthim,butJesusmadenoreplyandthismadePilatewondergreatly.Atthefeast
ofthePassovercelebrations,itwascustom ofthegovernortoreleaseaprisonerwhom
thepeoplewanted.ThenotoriouscriminalcalledBarabbas.Whenthepeoplegathered;
Pilateaskedthem totakethedecisiononthepersontheywantedhim toreleasetothem
–BarabbasorJesuswhoisalsocalledChrist.Pilateknewitwasoutofenvythatthey
haddeliveredhim up.Moreover,hiswifehadsentamessagetohim,saying,“Have
nothingtodowiththatrighteousmanforIhavesufferedmuchoverhim todayina
dream.”Thegovernorrepeatedhisquestion.Thechiefpriestsandtheelderspersuaded
thepeopletooptforBarabbasandtheydidinsteadofJesus.Pilateaskedthem what
theywantedtodowithJesusandtheyshouted,“Lethim becrucified”.Pilateaskedthem
ifJesuscommittedanyoffence,buttheyshoutedallthemorethatheshouldbe
crucified.Hetookwaterandwashedhishandpubliclyandsaid,“Iam innocentinthis
man’sblood;seeittoyourselves”.Allthepeopleanswered,“Hisbloodshouldbeonus
andourchildren”.Thenhereleasedthem BarabbasandtheyscourgedJesus.The
soldiersofthegovernorstookJesusintotheauditorium andtheygatheredthewhole
battalionbeforehim.Theystrippedhim andputascarletrobeuponhim andplanteda
crownofthornsuponhishead.Theyalsoputreedinhisrighthandandkneelingbefore
him,theymockedhim saying,“HailthekingoftheJews.”Theyspatonhim andtookthe
reedandstruckedhim onthehead.Aftertheyhadfinishedmockinghim,theystripped
him offtherobeandputhisclothesonhim andledhim awaytobecrucified.

WaysInWhichPeopleAreDeniedJusticeInTheSociety



Itcanbeseenfrom thetrialofJesus,hewasdeniedjusticeduetoenvybythecouncilof
Sanhedrinmadeofthescribes,thechiefpriestandtheelders.Inthesameway,people
aredeniedjusticetodaythroughthefollowing:i.Hiringoffalsewitnessii.Adjournment:
delayoftrialandjudgementiii.Bribery:somejudgesdemandandtakebribesiv.
Falsificationofevidencev.Failuretodeliverjudgementasatwhenduevi.Riggingof
electionsvii.Nepotism andtribalism

ChristBeforeHerod(Luke23:6–12)

ThetrialofJesusbeforeHerodwasonlyrecordedinthegospelaccordingtoLuke.
WhenPilatelearntthatJesuswasaGalileanwhichwaswithinHerod’sjurisdiction,he
senthim overtoHerodwhowashimselfinJerusalem.WhenHerodsawJesus,hewas
glad,forhelongeddesiredtoseehim.HeheardaboutJesusandhewasanxioustosee
somesignsperformedbyhim.HerodquestionedJesusatlengthbutJesusdidnotreply
him,notmindingthatthechiefpriestandthePhariseeswereaccusingvehemently.
However,HerodandhissoldierstreatedChristwithcontemptandmockery.They
dressedhim ingorgeousapparelsandsenthim backtoPilate.ThetrialofChristgave
HerodandPilateanopportunitytoreconcilefortheywereenemiesbeforethayperiod.

SignificanceoftheTrialofChrist

i.DespitetheseriesoffalseallegationslevelledagainstJesusandthefactthathewas
notfoundguilty,hewascrucifiedbecauseitwasthewillofGodthatitshouldbeso.ii.
ThemessiahshipofJesusChristcouldonlybeaccomplishedthroughhisdeathandby
thisthescripturewasfulfilled.iii.Jesuswentthroughembarrassmentandtortureforthe
salvationofoursouls.Heenduredall,despitethefactthathedidn’tliveasinfullife.This
is,therefore,alessontotheChristiansthattheroadtosalvationisnoteasybuttheglory
comesattheend.iv.Although,ithadbeendestinedthatJesuswoulddie,because
Judaswaslivinginson,hewasusedtoaccomplishtheobnoxioustask.Christians
should,thereforebesteadfast.v.ThepriestandPhariseesreleasingBarabbas,the
notoriousrobbertokillingJesus,basedonenvyandhatred.Thiscanbenoticedinthe
presentagewhereauthoritiespunishinnocentpeopleandpardoncriminals.

THECRUCIFIXION,DEATHANDBURIALOFJESUSCHRIST

TheCrucifixionofJesus(Matthew27:32–56)

AfterJesushadbeencondemnedtodeath,hewasledawaybysoldierstotheplaceof
crucifixion.Duetophysicalexhaustion,Jesuswasunabletocarryhiscross.Amanof
Current,Simonwhom theymetonthewaywasappealledtocarrythecrossforJesusto
theplaceofhiscrucifixioncalledGolgothawhichmeanstheplaceofskull.Therethey
offeredhim winefilledwithgallwhichhetastedbutrefusedtodrink.Atthatplacethey
crucifiedhim alongwithtworobbers,oneonhisrightandtheotherontheleft.They
sharedhisgarmentamongthemselvesbydrawinglots.Overhishead,theyputacharge
againsthim:“ThisisJesusthekingoftheJews.”Nailedonthecrossthepasserby,the
Pharisees,thescribesandthechiefpriestsmockedhim,eachaccordingtohisown
perspective.Andaboutthesixthhour,therewasdarknessoverthelanduntiltheninth
hour.Abouttheninthhour,Jesuscriedwithaloudvoice,“Eli,Elilamasachtani”which



means“MyGodMyGodwhyhasthouforsakenme”.Jesuscriedagainwithaloudvoice
andyieldeduphisspirit.Thecurtainsofthetemplewastornintotwofrom topto
bottom;theearthshookandrocksweresplit;thetombswereopenedandthebodyof
thesaintswhohavefallenasleepraised.Whenthosewhowerekeepingwatchover
Jesussawwhathappenedwerefilledwithaweandsaid,“trulythiswasthesonofGod”.
Thensomanywomenwhowerelookingatthewholethingfrom afarwerethosewho
hadfollowedJesusfrom Galileeministeringtohim,includingMaryMagdalene,Mary,the
motherofJamesandJohnandMotherofthesonsofZebedee.

TheBurialofJesus(Matthew27:57–61)

Intheeveningofthedayofcrucifixion,arichman,JosephofArimantheswhowasalso
adiscipleofJesuswenttoPilateandaskedforthebodyofJesus.Pilateorderedittobe
giventohim.Josephtookthebodywrappeditincleanlinenandlaiditinhisownnew
tomb.Herolledoverthestoneattheentranceofthetombanddeparted.Mary
MagdaleneandtheotherMarywerethere,sittingoppositethesepulcher.

SignificanceOfJoseph’sActionInTheBurialOfJesus

i.Hewasatruefriend(afriendinneed)ii.HemadeupforthefriendshipdeniedJesus
byhisenemies.iii.ItwouldbesadtoallowJesustobelefthangingonthecrossonthe
Sabbathdayasifhewereacommoncriminal.iv.Itwouldbeworsestillifitwaslefttill
thePassovernightwhichthepaschallambwasbeingslain.v.HecouldnotallowJesus’
bodytobeburiedinacommonburialgroundmeantforcriminals.vi.Asamarkofhis
faithinJesus,hehadtohonourhim byburyinghim inanewgrave.

TheWordsOfJesusChristOnTheCross(Matthee27:46,Mark15:34,Luke23:34,43,46)

Jesusmadesevenstatementsonthecross,onlyfourarefoundinthesynopticgospel
whiletheotherthreeareinthegospelofJohn.Forthepurposeofthisstudy,wewilllay
emphasisonlyonthefourthatareinthesyllabus.i.“Eli,EliLamaSabacthani”(Matthew
27:46;Mark15:34)Thisexpressionmeans“MyGodMyGodwhyhasthouforsakenme?
ThisstatementofJesusistheopeningverseofPsalm 22.ItmaybethatJesuswas
receivingthispsalm.ThePsalm describestheagonyandthedesperationofarighteous
man.ItstartswithdespairbutendswiththenoteofconfidenceandtrustinGod.ii.
“Father,forgivethem fortheyknownotwhattheydo”(Luke23:34)Bythisstatement,
Jesuswadprayingforforgivenessforhisenemies–thosethatbetrayedhim andthose
thatmockedhim andcrucifiedhim onthecross.Thus,bythis,Jesusdemonstratedthe
exampleofwhathetaughtin“OurLord’sprayer”.iii.“TrulyIsaytoyou,todayyouwillbe
withmeinparadise”(Like23:43)Bythisstatement,Jesusofferedsalvationtothe
repentantrobber.ThisfurthershowsJesusdeterminationtooffersalvationtorepentant
sinnersevenonthecross.iv.“Father,intothehandsIcommitmyspirit”(Luke23:46)
Jesusmadethisstatementwhenhewasabouttoyielduphisspiritcommittedhisspirit
intothehandsofthefatherwhosenthim.Thereturnedtohim duringthetimeof
resurrection.

SignificanceofChrist’sDeathandtheLessonstoLearn



Jesusdiedonthecrosstosaveus.Thebloodheshedonthecrossfortheatonement
ofoursins.Hediedthatwemightlive;hewasmockedthatwemightbeglorified.All
thatChristwentthroughonthecrossofCalvarywasforthebenefitofmankindwhom
hecametosavewhichthesummaryofthemessagewasgivenbyprophetIsaiah(Isaiah
53:5)“Buthewaswoundedforourtransgressions,hewasbruisedforourinquities,upon
him wasthechastisementthatmadeuswholeandwithhisstripeswearehealed”.

ThemessiahshipofJesusChristwasaccomplishedonthecrossofCalvaryItis
importanttonotethatafterthedeathofJesus,hewasglorifiedbyhisfather,butduring
hisearthlyministry,hewasnotglorified.ThisisexpressedinPhillipians2:8–11:“And
beingfoundinhumanform hehumbledhimselfandbecameobedientuntodeath,even
deathonthecross.Therefore,Godhighlyexaltedhim andbestowedonhim thename
whichisaboveeverynamethatatthenameofJesusChristeverykneeshouldbowin
heavenandonearthandundertheearthandeverytongueconfessthatJesusChristis
LordandthegloryofGodtheFather”.Theimportantpointtonoteinthiscaseisthat
salvationofChristiansisbasedonstrongbeliefinthesacrificeJesusmadeforthem.
TheyshouldtryasmuchaspossibletolivealiveworthyofthegospelofChrist.Itisonly
inthisregardthathissalvationisassured.

JesusChristispresentedasbeingsubmissive.Heallowedthepersecutorstohavetheir
waysothatthescripturewouldbefulfilled.


